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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Mail Stop Patent Applications 

Alexandria, VA. 22313-1450 August 26, 2003 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Applicant lists, provides copies, and provides concise explanations of the following 
references recently discovered related to the above-identified U.S. Patent Application. 

1. U.S. Patent no. 6,130,702 issued October 10, 2000 to Ganton discloses a method for 
reliable loading of unexposed printing plates. 

2. U.S. Patent no. 6,000,337 issued December 14, 1999 to Blake et al. discloses a 
method and apparatus for an automated plate handler with elevator and table support 
mechanism. 

3. U.S. Patent no. 5,791,250 issued August 1 1,1998 to Blake et al. discloses a method 
and apparatus for an automatic plate handler with slip sheet removal mechanism. 

4. U.S. Patent no. 5,655,452 issued August 12, 1997 to Blake et al. discloses a method 
and apparatus for an automatic plate handler with slip sheet removal mechanism. 

5. U.S. Patent no. 5,809,360 issued September 15, 1998 to Blake et al. discloses a 
cassette for storing and accessing plates within an automated plate handler. 

6. U.S. Patent no. 5,176,081 issued January 5, 1993 to Buus discloses a method and 
apparatus for individual transport of offset printing plates. 

7. U.S. Patent no. 4,082,455 issued April 4, 1978 discloses a plate making system. 

8. U.S. Patent no. 5,785,309 issued July 28, 1998 to Halup et al. discloses an automatic 
plate feeding system and method. 
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9. U.S. Patent application publication no. 2001/0052220 to Usui et al. published 
December 20, 2001 discloses an automatic plate making machine equipped with 
photosensitive printing plate supplying apparatus and printing plate packaging 
means. 

10. U.S. Patent application publication no. 2002/0047234 to Ono et al published April 
25, 2002 discloses a sheet feeder and sheet feeding method for plate-shaped 
members. 

11. U.S. Patent no. 4,260,234 issued April 7, 1981 to Burton discloses media 
transporters for a phototypesetter processor. 

12. U.S. Patent no. 5,657,692 issued August 19, 1997 to Theriault et al. discloses 
removable supply and uptake assemblies for lithographic plate materials. 

13. EP 0 712 729 published March 6, 2002 to Kawai et al. discloses a feeding unit for 
forwarding consumed stencil paper to a predetermined scrapping position in stencil 
printing machines and the like. 

No fee is due since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed with a new 
regular utility patent application. If the Office deems otherwise, please debit or credit assignee 
deposit account number 13-3377 under this general authorization. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert A. Sabourin 
Attorney Reg. No. 35,344 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D C 20231. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



